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FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY
-By Annabelle Mendonca, 

www.thebatimmessage.com

 Divine Mercy Sunday was 
proclaimed by Pope John Paul II at the 

canonization of St. Maria Faustina Kowalska on April 30, 2000, and then 
officially decreed by the Vatican.
 Our Lord revealed to St. Faustina His desire to literally flood us with 
His graces on that day. Let us just consider and savour each of the promises and 
desires that He expressed about Mercy Sunday, which are recorded in the 
Diary of St. Maria Faustina,  --  699, which is the main passage about Mercy 
Sunday.
 “My daughter, tell the whole world about my inconceivable mercy. I 
desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and a shelter for all souls, and 
especially for poor sinners.
*   On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. 
*   I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the Fount 
of My Mercy. 
* The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall 

http://www.thebatimmessage.com
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obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. 
*   On that day all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are opened. 
Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. 
*   My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to 
fathom it throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come forth from 
the very depths of My most tender mercy. 
*   Every soul in its relation to me will contemplate My love and mercy 
throughout eternity. 
*   The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very depths of tenderness. 
*   It is my desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. 
*   Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy.”
 These promises and desires point to an amazing flood of graces that 
are available to us on Mercy Sunday. We are all sinners. And each one of us, as 
a sinner, sorely needs these graces of the Risen Christ to wash away the misery 
of our sins. Even those of us who are striving for holiness need deeper 
conversion and renewal.
 Sin is our problem -- Divine Mercy is the answer. Now we have a 
special day on which to receive that mercy in great abundance. We would be 
foolish not to avail of God’s generous offer. Just as each one of us needs Divine 
Mercy, so is the whole world in urgent need. God’s Ten Commandments are 
constantly being broken. We live in an increasingly secularized society that 
ignores God and produces violence, hatred, poverty, wars, starvation, 
drug/alcohol abuse, legalized abortion, injustice, etc. With all this in mind, we 
can plead for God’s mercy on the whole world as we prepare for Mercy Sunday 
and then celebrate it fervently, responding to the desire of Our Lord and the 
exhortation of Pope John Paul II, who in his encyclical, Rich in Mercy, 
declared:
. . .......... At no time and in no historical period – especially at a moment as 
critical as our own – can the Church forget the prayer that is a cry for the 
mercy of God amid the many forms of evil which weigh upon humanity 
and threaten it. . . Loud cries should be the mark of the Church of our 
times, cries uttered to God to implore His Mercy . . . (VIII, 15).
 O Blood and Water which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as 
a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You (Diary 84).
 Our Holy Father Pope Francis declared in the Jubilee Year of Mercy. 
“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy”, in the unambiguous 
opening statement in the Bull of Indiction of the Jubilee Year of Mercy 
Misericordiae Vultus; and rightly so, as he continues: “These words might 
well sum up the mystery of Christian Faith.” In order to make the Year of 
Mercy fruitful and efficacious, the Holy Father reminds us to put into practice 
the corporal and spiritual acts of mercy which we were taught in our catechism 
classes. 

Contd on Pg.10
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GRACE: WHAT IT IS & WHAT IT DOESGRACE: WHAT IT IS & WHAT IT DOES

If you went through your Sunday catechism class, you at least 
remember that there are two kinds of grace, sanctifying and actual. That may 
be all you recall. The names being so similar, you might have the impression 
sanctifying grace is nearly identical to actual grace. Not so.

Sanctifying grace stays in the soul. It's what makes the soul holy; it 
gives the soul supernatural life. More properly, it is supernatural life.

Actual grace, by contrast, is a supernatural push or encouragement. 
It's transient. It doesn't live I the soul, but acts on the soul from the outside, so to 
speak. It's a supernatural kick in the pants. It gets the will and intellect moving 
so we can seek out and keep sanctifying grace.

Imagine yourself transported instantaneously to the bottom of the 
ocean. What's the very first thing you'll do? That's right: die. You'll die because 
you aren't equipped to live underwater. You don't have the right breathing 
apparatus.

If you want to live in the deep blue sea, you need equipment you aren't 
provided with naturally – you need something that will elevate you above your 
nature, something super- (that is, “above”) natural, such as oxygen tanks.

It's much the same with your soul. In its natural state it, isn't fit for 
heaven. It doesn't have the right equipment, and if you die with your soul in its 
natural state, heaven won't be for you. What you need to live there is 
supernatural life, not just natural life. That supernatural life is called 
sanctifying grace. The reason you need sanctifying grace to be able to live in 
heaven is because you will be in perfect and absolute union with God, the 
source of all life (cf. Gal.2: 19, 1Peter 3: 18).

If sanctifying grace indwells your soul when you die, then you have 
the equipment you need, and you can live in heaven though you may need to be 
purified first in purgatory (cf.1 Cor. 3:12-16). If it 
doesn't indwell your soul when you die- in other 
words, if your soul is spiritually dead in the state of 
mortal sin (1 John 5: 16-17) – too bad for you. You 
then have to face an eternity of spiritual death: the 
utter separation of your spirit from God (Eph. 2:1, 
2:5, 4:18). The worst part of this eternal separation 
will be that you yourself would have caused it to be 
that way.

Spiritual Suicide
 You can obtain supernatural life by yielding to actual graces you 
receive. God keeps giving you these divine pushes, and all you have to do is go 
along.
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 For instance, he moves you to repentance, and if you take the hint you 
can find yourself in the confessional, where the guilt for your sins is washed 
away (John 20: 21-23). Through the sacrament of penance, through your 
reconciliation to God, you receive sanctifying grace. But you can lose it again 
by sinning mortally (1 John 5: 16-17).
 Keep that word in mind: mortal. It means death. Mortal sins are 
deadly sins because they kill off this supernatural life, this sanctifying grace. 
Mortal sins can't coexist with the supernatural life, because by their nature 
such sins are saying “No” to God, while sanctifying grace would be saying 
“Yes”.
 Venial sins don't destroy supernatural life, and they don't even lessen 
it. Mortal sins destroy it outright. The trouble with venial sins is that they 
weaken us, making us more vulnerable to mortal sins.
 When you lose supernatural life, there's nothing you can do on your 
own to regain it. You're reduced to the merely natural life again, and no natural 
act can merit a supernatural reward. You can merit a supernatural reward only 
by being made able to act above your nature, which you can do only if you have 
help.
 To regain supernatural life, you have to receive actual graces from 
God. Think of these as helping graces. Such graces differ from sanctifying 
grace in that they aren't a quality of the soul and don't abide in it. Rather, actual 
graces enable the soul to perform some supernatural act, such as an act of faith 
or repentance. If the soul responds to actual grace and makes the appropriate 
supernatural act, it again receives supernatural life.

Really cleansed
 Sanctifying grace implies 
a real transformation of the soul. 
Recall that the Reformers denied 
that a real transformation takes 
place. They said God doesn't 
actually wipe away our sins. Our 
souls don't become spotless and 
holy in themselves. Instead, they 
remain corrupted, sinful (full of 
sin). God merely throws a cloak 
over them and treats them as if they 
were spotless, knowing all the 
while that they're not.
 But that isn't the Catholic 
view. We believe souls really are 
cleansed by an infusion of the supernatural life. Paul writes of us as “a new 
creation” (2 Cor. 5:17), “created after the likeness of God in true righteousness 
and holiness” (Eph 4:24). Of course, we're still subject to temptations to sin – 
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we still suffer the effects of Adam's Fall in that sense (what theologians call 
“concupiscence”)- but God removes the guilt from our souls. We may still 
have a tendency to sin, but God has removed the sins we have, much like a 
mother might wash the dirt off of a child who has a tendency to get dirty again.
 Our souls don't become something other than souls when God 
cleanses them and pours his grace into them (what the Bible refers to as 
“infused” [= “poured”] grace cf. Acts 10:45, Rom.5:5 Titus 3:5-7); they don't 
cease to be themselves. When Grace elevates nature. Our intellects are given 
the new power of faith, something they don't have at the merely natural level. 
Our wills are given then new powers of hope and charity, things also absent at 
the merely natural level.

Acting on Actual Graces
 God sends you an actual grace, say, in the form of an inner voice that 
whispers, “You need to repent! Go to confession!” you do, your sins are 
forgiven, you're reconciled to God, and you have supernatural life again (John 
20:21-23). Or you say to yourself, “Maybe tomorrow,” and that particular 
supernatural impulsion, that actual grace, passes you by. But another is always 
on the way, God never abandoning us to our own stupidity (1 Tim. 2:4).
 Once you have supernatural life, once sanctifying grace is in your 
soul, you can increase it by every good action you do: receiving Communion, 
saying prayers, performing the corporal works of mercy. Is it worth increasing 
sanctifying grace once you have it- isn't the minimum enough?
 Yes and no. it's enough to get you into heaven, but it may not be 
enough to sustain itself. It's easy to fall from grace, as you know. The more 
solidly you're wed to sanctifying grace, the more likely you can withstand 
temptations.
 And if you do that, you maintain sanctifying grace. In other words, 
once you achieve the supernatural life, you don't want to take it easy. The 
minimum isn't good enough because it's easy to lose the minimum. We must 
continually seek God's grace, continually respond to the actual graces God is 
working within us, inclining us to turn to him and do good. This is what Paul 
discusses when he instructs us: “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 
obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear  and trembling; for God is at work in 
you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things without 
grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in 
the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain” 
(Phil.2:12-16).

Courtesy: https://www.catholic.com
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LUCIA GIVES US A PATHWAY TO LENT
By Barb Ernster.

6th April 2019

Lent is a time for us to reflect on our relationship with God, repair those things 
that keep us from Him and turn back to Him if we have been away. Faith is the 
gift that allows us to trust in God and to follow His commandments as a sign of 
our love for Him. In her book “Calls” from the Message of Fatima, which has 
been described as a Catechism of Fatima, Sister Lucia gives us a pathway to 
meet God every day, but especially during penitential seasons, such as Lent. 
Here’s what we can learn from her. (Sister Lucia’s writings from “Calls” are 
presented in italics).

REPENT OF HABITUAL SINS
I n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  G o d  a n d  H i s 
commandments, Sister Lucia reminds 
us: Our love must be self-sacrificing. To 
begin with, we must avoid whatever 
might cause us to sin grievously against 
God or our neighbor; in other words, we 
must not disobey God’s law in any grave 
matter. Then, we must also deny 
ourselves anything that might cause us 
to offend God or our neighbor in less 
serious matters, in other words by venial 
sin … The Kingdom of Heaven is won by 
those who deny themselves, doing battle 
with themselves to conquer their evil 
inclinations, the temptations of the 
world … in order to keep strictly to the 

path of justice, truth and love.

FORGIVE OTHERS AS YOU HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN
The Lord’s Prayer reminds us that we cannot obtain God’s pardon unless we 
ourselves first forgive our brothers and sisters. It follows that we must not 
harbor resentment, ill-will, dislike, and still less, a desire to avenge any 
offense, whether great or small, that one or other of our neighbors may have 
committed against us. Our forgiveness must be generous, complete and self-
sacrificing, in the sense of overcoming ourselves. It will be necessary to grasp 
the reins of our own temper and keep a lid on the heat of our wounded self-love 
which, whether rightly or wrongly, feels bruised and irritated.

PRACTICE SELF-DENIAL FOR THE SAKE OF SINNERS
Our daily lives are filled with opportunities to offer sacrifices to God. At times 
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it is the cross of our daily work; at other times the difficulties of life that we 
must accept with serenity, patience and resignation. Still other times, those 
humiliations and self-revelations that occur, when we must accept and 
acknowledge what is imperfect in us and amend ourselves with confidence in 
God’s loving help.
 Here are five ways of self-denial that Sister Lucia says anyone can 
do to take up their cross every day and follow Jesus: It is our generosity in 
ordinary little things that are constantly happening; it is to make perfect the 
present moment”:

1) Make time for prayer with faith and attention, avoiding distractions, 
praying respectfully, remembering that we are speaking to God; therefore, 
praying with confidence and love, knowing that He wants to help us. Our 
prayer must be humble and accompanied by a spirit of sacrifice. Many times it 
will be necessary to sacrifice a little of our time for relaxation for prayer, 
getting up earlier in order to go to church and pray, setting aside time before 
bed to pray the Rosary, turning off the radio, television or internet in order to do 
so. It is the renunciation of our own likes and fancies that God requires of us.

2)  Offer God the sacrifice of some little act of self-denial in the matter of food, 
but not to the extent of impairing the physical strength we need in order to do 
our work. For example, to choose a fruit, a dessert, a drink that we don’t 
particularly like rather than one we do; to endure thirst for a while, to abstain 
from alcohol, to choose healthy foods over those not as good for us.

3) The sacrifice that we can and must make in the matter of clothing: Putting up 
with a little cold or heat without complaining; dressing modestly without 
becoming enslaved to the latest fashion, bearing in mind that we are 
responsible for the sins that others commit because of us.

4) Cheerfully enduring without complaint whatever little annoyances we may 
encounter in our day. Sometimes, it may be the company of someone 
disagreeable or irritating, an unpleasant word, an ironic smile, a look of 
disdain, a contradiction, or that we are passed over as of no account, forgotten, 
misunderstood, reproofed, rejected or treated with ingratitude.

5) Exterior prayers and penances include the days of fast and abstinence 
imposed by the Church. Penances imposed on ourselves to suffer with Christ 
might be to pray in a spirit of penance with one’s arms outstretched in the form 
of a cross, or to pray prostrate with one’s forehead touching the ground, 
lowering ourselves before God Whom we have offended.

Making such little sacrifices enriches us with grace, strengthens us in faith and 
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charity, ennobles us before God and our neighbor, and frees us from the 
temptation to egoism, covetousness, envy and self-indulgence. 

SEEK INTIMATE COMMUNION WITH GOD
The Angel of Peace exhorted the three children of Fatima to “pray, pray very 
much,” reflecting the Gospel message of Jesus to “Watch and pray that you 
may not enter into temptation” (Mt. 26, 41). Sister Lucia echoes this notion, 
“We know how weak we are, that we slip back and fall … We can only acquire 
the strength we need, the strength that comes to us from grace, when our soul 
meets with God in prayer.”

Expounding on the call to prayer, she writes: Today, I look upon this call as a 
pointer to the way marked out by God for His creatures since the beginning of 
creation. In fact, in both the Old and the New Testament, which contain the 
Word of God, we find the path God mapped out for humanity very clearly 
marked. Unfortunately, however, human beings have, on the whole, 
disregarded the end for which they were created. They ignore the existence of 
God their Creator, they do not know the holy name of God, whom they have 
never called Father, and they do not know the way they are to follow in order to 
be happy one day in their Father’s house.

Sister Lucia goes on to say that we must endeavor to reproduce in ourselves 
Jesus Christ, so that on the day of our death, when our soul goes to meet the 
Father, He may see in us the features of Christ and welcome us as His children 
into His kingdom.

This shows our great need for drawing close to God in intimate communion. It 
is by prayer that we secure pardon for our own sins, the strength to persevere on 
the path of God’s will and the grace to resist the temptations of the world, the 
devil and the flesh.

There are many ways of meeting God in prayer. The most important is that you 
do so daily. Obviously, participating in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the 
greatest prayer we can offer the Father, and Eucharistic adoration is a powerful 
way to show God how much we want to be with Him. Aside from these 
opportunities outside of the home, Sister Lucia presents these forms of daily 
prayer: 

VOCAL PRAYER
Addressed to God in words, either those that well up spontaneously from the 
heart or through existing formulas: the Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, the 
Creed, for example. Praying the Our Father is the most sublime form of vocal 
prayer, because Jesus Himself taught it to us, so we must pray it with
devotion, confidence, humility and love.
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CULTIVATE CONVERSATION WITH GOD
In addition to formula prayers, Sister Lucia reminds us that we can converse 
with God in simple ways all day long: In carrying out our everyday tasks, we 
must endeavor to be aware of God’s presence: call to mind that God and our 
Angel Guardian are close to us, see what we are doing and in what frame of 
mind we are doing it. Knowing that God is present, it is enough to call Him to 
mind and from time to time say a few words to Him, whether of love — “I love 
you, Lord!” or of thanksgiving — “Thank you, Lord, for all your benefits,” or 
of petition, “Lord, help me to be faithful to You …”, or of praise, “I bless you, 
Lord, for your greatness …” This intimate and familiar converse with God 
transforms our work and our daily occupations into a true and abiding life of 
prayer, making us more pleasing to God and bringing down upon us extra 
special graces and blessings.”

PRAYER OF OUR WORK
Offering to God the performance of all our duties in our state in life, in humble 
submission to the will of God. In this way, our seemingly insignificant 
everyday occupations will be a prayer of praise, thanksgiving, repentance and 
petition. Throughout our day, we must endeavor to be aware of God’s presence 
and from time to time say a few words to Him, as noted above.

MENTAL PRAYER (MEDITATION)
Placing ourselves in the presence of God in order to reflect on a Scripture 
passage, the mysteries of the Rosary, a virtue, Our Lady, the saints. Most 
spiritual directors recommend 15 minutes a day of mental prayer. Sister Lucia 
writes: 

This prayer is very advantageous if we make it well. In order to do so, we have 
to talk to God about the subject on which we are meditating; look at ourselves 
in order to see what we lack in order to grow in the virtue needed, for example, 
an increase in faith, humility, charity or a spirit of sacrifice. All of this is 
accomplished in an intimate conversation with the Lord, discussing everything 
with Him, confident that it is He who will give us the light, grace and strength to 
remain faithful to the end.

THE PRAYER OF THE ROSARY
At Fatima, Our Lady specifically asked for this meditative prayer every day. 
Why did she ask for this? Sister Lucia believes it is because to pray the Rosary 
is something everybody can do no matter what their state in life, in common or 
private, in the home or Church, by oneself or with family, while driving or 
walking. She writes: After the liturgical prayer of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, the prayer of the Rosary is the most pleasing prayer we can offer to God, 
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and one which is most advantageous to 
our souls. It places us in contact with 
God through mental prayer — by 
meditating on the life of Christ — and 
it imitates how Mary communed with 
God, by “keeping all these things, 
reflecting on them in her heart.” This 
kind of regular practice of mental 
prayer can lead us to the prayer of 
contemplation. 

PRAYER OF CONTEMPLATION
This consists of an even closer 

intimacy with God in which those practicing it enter more deeply into the 
presence of God within them, abandoning themselves to the work of the grace, 
light and love of God within them.

Sister Lucia writes: God can certainly grant this grace to a person without any 
effort on the person’s part, but ordinarily the Lord waits for the soul to reach 
this point by being faithful to the paths of vocal and mental prayer, because it is 
by this way that the soul is purified and lets go of the things of earth in order to 
entrust itself to God alone.

In conclusion, prayer is necessary for all and we must all pray, whether our 
prayer is vocal, mental or contemplative. As Jesus told us, without Him we can 
do nothing. Therefore, we can only acquire the strength we need, the strength 
that comes to us from grace, when our soul meets with God in prayer.

May your Lenten journey draw you closer to God for the sake of His kingdom 
and for those souls who have no one to pray and make sacrifices for them. 

Taken from The SOUL Magazine,Winter 2019, World Apostolate of Fatima, USA 
(www.wafusa.org) Used with permission

 Our Arch. Filipe Neri Ferrao, in the Pastoral Letter 2015 says, ‘Down 
the history of the Church, God’s chosen ministers would show His 
unfathomable mercy towards those who sin, bringing them back to God and 
uniting them to the Mystical Body of Christ’. Let us sincerely turn to the 
Divine Fount, and make this year truly fruitful and efficacious for us. This year 
this feast will be celebrated on 28th April. Yes, Now is the time for His Divine 
Mercy!

Contd from Pg.2
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 The Batim Seer, Iveta Fernandes (Batim-Goa/Canada) a victim 
soul will undergo suffering, with the blessings of the Spiritual Fathers this 
Maundy Thursday, 18 April  and Good Friday, 19 April 2019 (Canada time) 
for the following prayer intentions:

1)  For the Universal Church: Holy Fathers, Cardinals, Bishops, 
Priests, Nuns, Religious etc. 
2) For the Domestic church: Laity, Marriages, Unborn, Blasphemies, 
Sacrileges etc

Please join in any half hour slot or more of the 18 hour Rosary Chain for the 
above intentions. Please indicate your Rosary half hour time slot/s (see 
timings below)  to any one  of the following contacts:
1) Whatsapp to +91 9822981418    2) Email: celciodias86@gmail.com
3) Filling in the Rosary Chain Form on  www.thebatimmessage.com

CAN YOU PLEDGE A ROSARY FOR THE INTENTIONS OF THE
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY ? - Dr. Celcio Dias

INDIA TIME:
1] Good Friday: 19  April  from 6 - 630 am
2] 3) 4)630 – 7 am  7 – 730 am  730 – 8 am
5) 6) ) 8 – 830 am  830 – 9 am 7  9 – 930 am
8) 9) 930 – 10 am  10 – 1030 am 
10) 11) 1030 – 11 am  11 – 1130 am
12) 13)  1130 - 12 noon. 12 - 1230 pm
14)  15)  1230 – 1 pm 1 – 130 pm 
16) 17) 130 – 2 pm  2 – 230 pm 
18) 19) 230 – 3 pm  3 – 330 pm 
20) 21) 330 – 4 pm 4 – 430 pm
22) 23)  430 – 5 pm 5 – 530 pm 
24) 25) 530 – 6 pm  6 – 630 pm
26) 27)  630 – 7 pm 7 – 730 pm
28) 29)730 – 8 pm  8 – 830 pm
30) 31) 830 – 9 pm  9 – 930 pm
32) 33)  930 – 10 pm 10– 1030 pm
34) 35)1030– 11 pm  11– 1130 pm
36) 1130 - 12 midnight

CANADA TIME:
1]Maundy Thurs:18 April 9pm-930pm
2] 3)930–10pm  10–1030pm
4)  5)  1030–11pm 11–1130pm
6) 1130–12 midnight
7) 19April 12 midnight–1230 Good Friday:
am
8) 9) 10) 1230–1 am  1–130am  130–2 am 
11) 12) 13)2–230am  230 – 3 am  3 - 330 am
14) 15) 16) 330 - 4 am  4 – 430 am  430 – 5 am
17) 18) 19) 5 – 530 am  530 – 6 am  6 – 630 am
20) 21) 22) 630 – 7 am  7 – 730 am  730 – 8 am
23) 24) 25) 8 – 830 am  830 – 9 am  9 – 930 am
26) 27) 930 – 10 am  10 – 1030 am 
28)  29) 1030 – 11am  11 – 1130am
  1130 – 12 noon  12 – 130 pm30)  31)
  130 – 2 pm  2 – 230 pm32) 33)  
34)  35) 230 – 3 pm  3 – 330 pm 
36) 330 - 4 pm

It is our estimate that a total of about 1000 of the faithful joined in the Rosary 
Chain of the 2018 Good Friday and on the Friday before that. Our Lord in a 
message to  Iveta thanked all those who participated. Let us also continue to 
pray for the proclamation of 5th Marian Dogma - "Mediatrix Of All Graces 
, Co – Redemptrix and Advocate" as requested by Our Holy Mother at 
Batim..

God bless and thank you  very much once again !

mailto:celciodias86@gmail.com
http://www.thebatimmessage.com
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 This first saturday devotion service was led by Fr Johnsie Pereira, 
Parish Priest of St. Anne's Church, Talaulim (Santana). Fr Pereira exposed the 
Blessed Sacrament, attended to the confessions and Celebrated Mass along 
with Fr Cristo Pedro Antonio Menezes from Goa Velha who delivered the 
Homly
 In his homily Fr Menezes 
spoke about the Book of Sirach 17: 1-15  
describing the wisdom that is necessary 
for life. Fr Menezes recounted his 
experiences with Fr Robert Vaz who 
was his Parish Priest many years ago 
and who embodied this wisdom, 
enriching his interior life. He called 
upon all of us to pray for this wisdom
 In his homily, Fr Menezes spoke about the history of the Church at Mt. 
Batim. The church was built when Don Aleixo Menezes was the Bishop. This 
church that was abandoned many decades ago is now filled with people, he 
noted. "Surely Our Lady will intercede for us and we will experience more 
miracles".
 Fr Menezes also brought to memory the First Saturday Devotion to 
Our Lady that the faithful were following many decades ago and that due to a 
sickness many had abandoned this Church in Batim. During this time a statue 
of Our Lady was taken from here to Sao Pedro, then Goa Velho before finally 
finding a place at the Jesuit's Museum in Porvorim. It is indeed a miracle and 
through the intercession of Our Lady that the faithful are now coming back to 
this church, he said. 
 He urged the faithful to carry on the devotion to Our Lady of Fatima 
regularly and to promote the devotion to their children. " Love for God and to 
Our Blessed Mother can never end", he said. 
 There were about 150 of the faithful that attended the service.  An 
announcement was made to pray for the visionary of Batim, Iveta who will 
undergo suffering every Friday of this Lenten season for the intentions of Our 
Lady

1st SATURDAY SERVICE AT BATIM- March, 2019  - By Dr Celcio Dias

Is the Batim Well Drying Up ?
It has been one of the requests of Our Lady, that the Well be opened at 
Mt.Batim and that through these waters many would be healed and receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit through Baptism and Conversion.
Since the last few months, we have noted that the well has been drying up. 
The well drying up is in the understanding that there is a need for more 
prayers at the Holy Mt of Batim. Our Lady has also requested for more Holy 
Masses to be offered at the Church of Sts Simon & Jude, Batim and many 
processions to come forth. Let us heed the message of Our Lady !



13www.mediatrixofallgrace.com 6th April 2019

 In the Old Testament we hear that God walked with Adam and Eve in the 
garden until they listened to Satan and disobeyed God. Adam and Eve realized they 
were naked and hid themselves from God. But God in his mercy and love made 
clothes for them out of animal skins so that they could cover their bodies. Cain 
killed his brother Abel and sin went on multiplying. Again God’s mercy and love 
prevailed. God sent several Prophets to guide His people. People did not listen to 

them and many were even 
killed. God’s mercy and love 
did not diminish and God sent 
His only Son to be sacrificed 
on the Cross. Yet men did not 
change. Sinfulness did not 
cease. God sent our Blessed 
Mother to Fatima, Lourdes, 
Garabandal, Medjugorge and 
countless other places with a 
message of conversion but 
people are still luke-warm and 
unrepentant. Mother Mary 
gave us tools to enable us to 
repent and come back to the 
Lord. The tools are the Rosary, 
Scapular and the devotion to 
the Five First Saturdays. 

MERCY 
From all accounts it is crystal clear that these are, what we call, ‘end times’. God 
has personally visited Sr. Faustina (now a saint) with the message of His Divine 
Mercy. Our Lord said to St. Faustina “I am Love and Mercy itself. There is no 
misery that could be a match for My Mercy, neither will misery exhaust it because 
as it is being granted, - it increases” Our Lord wants us to know of His 
unfathomable Mercy and to be merciful to others, as He is merciful to us. Jesus said 
to St. Faustina “Proclaim that Mercy is the greatest attribute of God. All works of 
My hands are crowned with Mercy”. He told St. Faustina that He is ready to grant 
graces to souls, but few are willing to accept them. He said “My heart overflows 
with great Mercy for souls, and especially for poor sinners. The greater the sinner, 
the greater the right he has to My Mercy”.

FORGIVENESS 
When one thinks of Divine Mercy and living the message, the need for trust in God 
and being merciful to others comes to mind. Forgiveness is at the heart of the 
Divine Mercy message. It is an act of Mercy towards others and oneself, and is 

THE ROLE OF DIVINE MERCY, FORGIVENESS AND 
TRUST IN OUR LIVES  - By Francis S Barreto

THE ROLE OF DIVINE MERCY, FORGIVENESS AND 
TRUST IN OUR LIVES  - By Francis S Barreto
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often a condition for physical healing, but especially a condition for spiritual 
progress. Just as God forgives us our sins, we are to forgive others of their 
transgressions. 

What good does it do to pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3 O’clock and then 
you do not forgive your neighbour at 4 O’clock? We are living in a time of great 
mercy, and yet cannot receive the outpouring of God’s Mercy as long as we have 
not forgiven those we have offended us. How can we love the God we cannot see, if 
we cannot love the brother or sister we can see? God is always there, ready to 
forgive. There are no limits to His Mercy. St. Faustina wrote “We resemble God 
most when we forgive our neighbours ..... I say to you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you”. Our “enemies” are rarely those in foreign land: more 
commonly, they are family members and co-workers who irritate and frustrate us 
causing much anger. If we want to experience an outpouring of Christ’s rays of 
Merciful Love, we must forgive those who have hurt us, and even ourselves, 
because this act opens the door to His Divine Mercy. It makes our stony hearts able 
to absorb the rays of the Son, i. e. the rays of Blood and Water coming from His 
pierced Heart. 

TRUST 
Trust is the foundation of those who desire to live the message of Divine Mercy. 
We are to be vessels of Mercy, and how much the vessel can hold and radiate out to 
others depends on trust. Trust requires a conversion of the heart and is the basis of 
Our Lord’s message as written in Ezekiel 36:26 “A new heart I will give you, and a 
new spirit I will put within you; and I will take out of your flesh, the heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh”. The Lord made it clear to St. Faustina that the more 
we trust in Him and try to live in His Will, and not ours, the more graces we will 
receive. He told her “Tell (all people), My daughter, that I am Love and Mercy 
itself. When a Soul approaches Me with trust, I fill it with such an abundance of 
graces that it cannot contain them within itself, but radiate them to other souls.
Let us therefore, in response to the call of our Saviour, make Divine Mercy, not just 
another devotion but a Way of Life. It is a message to be lived forgiving one 
another, trusting in the Lord’s Mercy and ultimately saving Souls just like what St. 
Faustina did.    
Our Holy Father has given us added incentives by declaring this year as the Special 
Jubilee Year of Mercy. He expects each one of us to approach the confessional 
irrespective of how great our sin may be. He has even sent Missionaries of Mercy 
to every diocese with power to forgive even those sins usually reserved for the 
Holy See. He has instructed priests not to turn off potential believers by being 
boring, inaccessible or over intrusive. He has told the Missionaries of Mercy that 
they should take a “maternal” approach to sinners. “Remember, you are not 
dealing with sin but a repentant sinner, a sinner who wants to change but cannot. 
He asked them to “cover the sinner with a blanket of mercy, so that the penitent is 
no longer ashamed and can rediscover joy”. How fortunate we are to belong to this 
age when God’s Mercy is so much made known and available to us. Let us all 
return to the Father’s loving embrace.
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THE FATIMA PRAYERS
PARDON PRAYER: My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love Thee! I beg 
pardon for those who do not believe, do not adore, do not 
hope and do not love Thee.
ANGEL'S PRAYER: O Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, I adore Thee profoundly. I offer Thee the most 
precious Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, 
present in all the tabernacles of the world, in reparation for 
the outrages, sacrileges and indifference by which He is 
offended. By the infinite merits of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg the conversion of 
poor sinners.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: Most Holy Trinity, I adore 
Thee! My God, my God, I love Thee in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament!
SACRIFICE PRAYER: O  Jesus, it is for love of You, for the conversion of 
sinners, and in reparation for the sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary.
DECADE PRAYER: O My Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of 
hell. Lead all souls to Heaven, especially those most in need of Thy mercy.

‘God wishes to establish devotion to my Immaculate Heart in the world. If 
what I say is done, many souls will be saved and there will be peace.’

How Do I Start the First Saturdays?
On July 13, 1917, Our Lady appeared for the third time to the three 

children of Fatima and showed them the vision of hell. In this vision Our Lady said 
that 'God wishes to establish in the world devotion' to Her Immaculate Heart and 
that She would come to ask for the Communion of Reparation on the First 
Saturdays . . .

  What Do I Have to Do?
The devotion of First Saturdays, as requested by Our Lady of Fatima, 

carries with it the assurance of salvation. However, to derive profit from such a 
great promise of Our Lady, the devotion must be properly understood and duly 
performed. The requirements as stipulated by Our Lady are as follows:
(1) Confession, (2) Communion, (3) Five decades of the Rosary, (4) 
Meditation on one or more of the Rosary Mysteries for fifteen minutes, (5) To 
do all these things in the spirit of reparation to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, and (6) To observe all these practices on the First Saturday of five 
consecutive months.

The idea of the Five First Saturdays is obviously to make us persevere in 
the devotional acts for these Saturdays and overcome initial difficulties. Once this 
is done, Our Lady knows that the person would become devoted to Her 
Immaculate Heart and persist in practicing such devotion on all First Saturdays, 
working thereby for personal self-reform and for the salvation of others. Our Lady 
has assured us that She will obtain salvation for all those who observe the First 
Saturdays for five consecutive months in accordance with Her conditions.

For more details please email: ourladybatim@gmail.com 

6th April 2019
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 In conformity with the directives of Pope Urban VIII, we have no 
intention of anticipating the judgement of the Holy Apostolic See and of 
the Church on Apparitions, reported by us, but not yet recognized; indeed, 
we submit to, and accept; her final decision without reservation.

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTION IN 
HONOUR OF  AND IN REPARATION TO 
THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY

Church of St Simon and St Jude, Batim, 
Tiswadi, Goa Velha, Goa 403 108 India.

1.00 pm: Stations of the Cross (Simultaneously +
the foot of the Holy Mount and at the Church)

2.00 pm: Holy Rosary, Adoration of the + +
Most Blessed Sacrament, Divine Mercy +
Prayers, Consecration to the Immaculate +
Heart of Mary, Confessions.+

3.30pm: Holy Mass.+
Services are held in Konkani and English

PRAYER PETITIONS, TESTIMONIES & RELIGIOUS ARTICLES
+ Your prayer petitions may be submitted online at:   These prayer requests will be placed at thebatimmessage.com

the feet of Our Lady of Fatima in the the Church of Sts Simon & Jude and offered during the First Saturday Mass at 
Batim.

+ Your testimonies may be submitted online at: ourladybatim5thdogma.com or emailed to: ourladybatim@gmail.com

+ Mediatrix of all Grace Medals, Scapulars and the Messages of Our Lady printed in a book are now available at:
 Star of David Tours,  Ground floor,  Gomes Classic Bldg,  G S 7 Behind Rebello Hospital,  Madel,  Margao,  Goa
 Ph: 9309778931
+  

Margao, Petrol pump closest to 
Main Post Office 11am, 
Mob: 9420712310
Panaji: Caranzalem near Post 
Office at 11.45 am, near Don 
Bosco at 12pm, 
Tel: 08322456306
Mapusa: From St Joseph's 
Chapel, Near Police Station at 
11.45 am, Mob: 9822167665
Calangute: From Calangute 
Church at 11.30 am, 
Mob: 9421241248

CONTACT DETAILS FOR 
TRANSPORT BY BUS:
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Printed and Published by The Batimmessage.com
This newsletter is available online. A printed copy of this newsletter is also available 
FREE (except where otherwise indicated) at the Prayer Services in Batim, Goa. 
 An archive of previous issues is available on the website: www.thebatimmessage.com 
Your prayerful support and donations - however small - is greatly appreciated!  
Editor: DR. CHRISTOPHER DIAS                    Asst Editor: ANNABELLE MENDONCA
Www.thebatimmessage.com www.ourladybatim5thdogma.com                                           

Email:            Whatsapp                     ourladybatim@gmail.com Contact: 0091 9822981418 

6 th:   First Saturday, Prayer Service at Batim
14th: Palm Sunday
18th: Maundy Thursday
19th: Good Friday

Dates to Remember - April 2019

6th April 2019

20th: Holy Saturday
21st:  Easter Sunday
28th: Divine Mercy Sunday
29th: St Catherine of Siena

mailto:ourladybatim@gmail.com
mailto:ourladybatim@gmail.com
http://www.wafusa.org
http://www.wafusa.org
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser
http://www.thebatimmessage.com
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